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2009 �² Holding Our Own  
By Brian Oliva  

Greetings to our friends and family, and welcome to the 18th 
edition of our annual Holiday Newsletter. 2009 turned out to be 
a pretty quiet year. With the downturn in the economy affecting 
just about every person and company alike, 2009 was a year for 
cutting back, and making the most of the gifts God has provided 
us with. This is our 19th Christmas in the Great State of Ohio, 
and in spite of a number of health issues that followed us 
around all year, we are still all alive and doing fine.  

We started off the year in a sharing mood. Janice, Mike and I all 
came down with sinus infections that we proceeded to share 
and pass back and forth well into February. Later in the year 
Mike came down with mono after an exhausting summer pro-
�P�R�W�L�Q�J���K�L�V���E�D�Q�G�¶�V���&�'���U�H�O�H�D�V�H���D�Q�G���K�H���L�V���M�X�V�W���V�W�D�U�W�L�Q�J���W�R���I�H�H�O���E�H�W��
ter now after laying low for a couple of months. And then the 
big surprise came with me when I was surprised by a hidden 
health issue that really gave me a wake up call. More on that 
later in this issue, so stay tuned!  

Christine and Ronnie are still doing well. They took the oppor-
tunity to get a good deal on a big condo in Chicago and have 
spent a lot of time settling in to their new home. Everything up 
north is going fine.  

So, lets focus on some of the events of 2009. . .  
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